The Lord Provides!

“Trust in the name of the Lord.” Psalm 20

Dear Daughters,

It is July 4thweekend and, as | write to
you, we are just finishing our third week of
Ranch Camp at Down Home Ranch. |
cannot tell you how physically demanding
this has been for me, nor how totally im-
mersed | have been in camp life. As always,
Daughters of the King have come to my aid.
The first week two Daughters, one from
Houston and one from Austin, came to join
our cooking team—nhelping us provide meals
for 90 at a time! Also, a DOK from Houston
came to be Camp Nurse, and brought five of
her student nurses with her. The second
week Helen Paulsen, the DHR board
president’s wife and also a Daughter, became
our Camp Nurse. What a blessing they all
were to me and the campers.

Laurie Ann Herman and her husband,
Ron, found out that our second week of camp
was called: Teddy Bears Go to Camp. Many
of our campers had never had a Teddy Bear
of their own.
At the closing
ceremony,
each camper
was given a
brand new
Teddy Bear to
take home —
compliments
of Ron and
Laurie Ann.
The smiles
and giggles
from the
campers as they received their bears brought
joy to our hearts. As you may know, all of
our campers are mentally impaired in some
way or other, so seeing them enjoy camp life
to the fullest makes all our efforts worth-
while.

God gave my husband, Rich, the ability
to help in the camp kitchen after most meals.
What a blessing to me—seeing Rich gain
strength through serving the campers. Please

Happy camper!
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keep praying for Rich’s healing, and thank
you all.

In my prayer time—as | reflect on all
these wonderful people the Lord provided
to help us with camp—I am reminded of
one of the names of God: Jehovah-Jireh,
the Lord Our Provider.

In studying this name of God, | have
begun to realize that the word “provider”
speaks of not only provision, but of pre-
vision—of seeing what is ahead of us and
providing for us when we cannot see what
we need. That is what the Lord is doing
for me daily in my walk with Him, and |
know that is what He is doing for each of
you, and for our Order.

“The Names of God” is now the
chosen theme for our Triennial 2006. How
good of God to give this theme to our
Triennial Committee! Each day of Trien-
nial we shall explore, examine, proclaim
and rejoice in a different aspect of the
character of the Lord God Almighty.
Jehovah-Jireh has already provided us with
a way to meet the needs of our members by
choosing a date and site for Triennial 2006
that will allow the maximum number of
Daughters—Jr. and Sr.—to meet together.
Jehovah-Jireh has also provided us a way
to serve the
Episcopal
Church through
our Vow of
Prayer by calling
us to serve
General Conven-
tion 2006 as
well. God is
good!

Let each
Daughter praise
God and trust in
Jehovah-Jireh, the Lord our Provider! 2

Blessings
FHS,

Sharon

Sharon Lundgren, President

Joan Dalrymple, Sharon Lundgren,
and Helen Paulsen
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A Simple Experiment

A little over thirty years ago | visited a
parish in Pueblo, Colorado, for the first time
as the new diocesan bishop. After preaching,
confirming, and celebrating, | was about to
go downstairs to meet the congregation,
when the rector asked me to stop and pray
with a young boy whose leg had been
severely burned and who was anticipating
skin grafts. | found the oil, anointed him and
prayed, and then found my way to the parish
hall.

I was immediately set upon by four
university students dressed a little bit like
60s hippies — fatigues, peace emblems,
klutter boots — the works. They wanted to
talk about the sermon. “You talked about
Jesus a lot,” they said.

“Yes,” | said, “that’s what | do.”

“But surely you meant Jesus as just one
of the many Christ-figures who have ap-
peared throughout history, people like
Buddha, Confucius, Moses, Mohammed?”

I replied, “No, the only Christ-figure |
know is Jesus, the Jewish carpenter. If | ever
get through exploring him, maybe I’ll have
time to look at some of these others.”

They weren’t satisfied. “But how can
you prove that Jesus was a greater religious
leader than these other Christ-figures?”

“l can’t,” | said “In fact, if | understand
him correctly, Jesus came to destroy ‘reli-
gion’ and open the Father’s heart to the
world.” They liked that even less.

“Aren’t you being narrow-minded,
insisting on the uniqueness of Jesus?” | said
I didn’t think so, that | was simply echoing
what Christians have believed for centuries.
We’re a franchise operation, after all.

Before | knew it, | got suckered into a
discussion of comparative religions. | had
taken that as a one-semester course at my
University in the early 50s, but never forgot
those who say that studying comparative
religions will make you comparatively
religious.

| became aware of two things—one,
that the conversation was going nowhere,
and two, that | was being monopolized by
four people when | wanted to meet the rest
of the congregation. An unbidden thought
passed through my head and I had a milli-
second to decide whether to give it voice.
“There’s a simple experiment that you can
make in about fifteen seconds to see
whether I’'m speaking the truth or not,” |
said. That stopped them.

“Oh, what’s that?” they replied.
Another thought, another millisec-
ond—careful! You’re on thin ice here, Frey.

Oh, what the heck! “Ask Jesus to come
into your heart right now and ask one of
these other ‘Christ-figures’ to do the same,
and see which one does,” | heard myself
say.

That stopped them in mid sentence.
“Well, we’ve never heard it put that way
before,” one of them said. “Is there a book
or something we can read to investigate that
idea further?”

“You don’t need to read anything—just
make the experiment and you’ll know if I’'m
crazy or not.”

Friends, | am not unawareof how
dangerous that kind of thing is—was |
putting God to the test, being presumptuous
in assuming that God would show up on my
command? Surely | know better than that!
But all of those thoughts had to take place
in a split second. With some trepidation, |
decided that perhaps the Holy Spirit was the
author of my thought-pattern and so |
plunged ahead.

We went back and forth for a couple of
minutes longer, but the long and the short of
it was that they declined to make the
experiment, and drifted away.

| wish I had known then what I learned
the following Wednesday. | received a
postcard from Mark, the young boy | had
prayed for. It was a Peanuts card, with
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Snoopy lying on top of his doghouse saying,
“Have a nice day.” It read,

Dear Bishop,

Thank you for praying for my leg. It’s all
well and | don’t need the skin grafts.

Your friend, Mark

That made my day — at least for a couple
of hours. Then the skeptical part of my mind
kicked in. After all, | breathe the same
secular air that everybody else does, drink
the same agnostic water, eat the same
materialistic food. “Maybe the leg was a
little better so the doctor decided it would
heal without the grafts,” | thought. “Well,
that’s great.”

Six months later, | was back in Pueblo,
and the boy’s father took me aside.
“Bishop,” he began, “I don’t think you
appreciate what happened to my son.”

“Tell me,” | said.

“The leg looked like a piece of raw meat
on a butcher’s counter. But when we went to
the doctor on Monday, it was well—it wasn’t
better, bishop, it was well. The doctor asked
us what treatment we had applied, and Mark
said, “We went to Church and asked Jesus to
heal it and he did.” For some reason, the
doctor seemed to get angry and he said,
“Well, no hair will ever grow where those
burns were!””

Big threat! At that point, the father
called his son over and said, “Roll up your
pant leg and show the bishop your leg.” He
did so, and all | saw was the hairy leg of a
teenage boy with no visible scars. | felt like
genuflecting.

Archbishop William Temple once
remarked that “The Gospel is true always
and everywhere, or it is not the Gospel at all,
and not true at all.” | recognize that that
sounds inflammatory in our day of abso-
lutely relative values, but it’s simply a
reminder that, as Christians, we do look
forward to that day when “every knee shall
bow and every tongue confess that Jesus
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Christ is Lord, to the glory of the Father.”
The promise says “all.” Not by coercion—
that’s not God’s way. But by capture,
through the love of the Father incarnate in
the Son, through the power of the Holy
Spirit.

I think if I were a neutral outside ob-
server comparing “Christ-figures,” 1’d
probably go for the one who is not just a
memory to be revered, but a present reality to
be experienced. And if that sounds narrow-
minded, well, there’s a simple experiment....

+William C. Frey

The Living Church has generously granted
permission to reprint the article above. 2

Pray for Alphal!

Conferences for lay leaders and clergy who
are preparing to offer Alpha courses in their
churches will be held in the following
locations this fall:

? Hilton Head, SC
September 30-1, 2004

? San Antonio, TX
October 7-8, 2004

? Nashville, TN
October 14-15, 2004

? Northern California
November 4-5, 2004

? Dallas, TX
November 8-9, 2004

Further information is available at http://
www.alphana.org/

Please place these dates on your prayer
list, and ask that the leaders and participants
may continue to be used of God to bring
good news to those who need to hear it. ?
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Triennial 2006

Triennials have been important events in
the history of the Order. Each triennial is the
same in many ways as those held previously,
yet each one is also different—unique.
Every three years the mix of Daughters who
attend is different; the speakers and teach-
ings are varied; and the location changes
each time. The consistent thread of each
triennial is the desire of those attending to
come together with other Daughters from
across the broader Church to pray, to learn
and to fellowship.

It is the goal of the Triennial Committee
to make Triennial 2006 accessible to every
Senior and Junior Daughter who wants to
come whether for the first or the umpteenth
time. In the past our triennial meeting has
been held the week before the General
Convention of ECUSA. General Convention
for 2006 will be held in Columbus, Ohio in
mid June of that year. Meeting the week
before this date would put a significant
restriction on Triennial attendance for
Daughters (Juniors and Seniors) due to end-
of-school-year obligations, which vary
widely across the US.

Our bylaws give us the option of meet-
ing at any date in the year of General
Convention. [Article VII, Section 1. Na-
tional Convention]. With this information in
hand, the Triennial Committee began to pray
and do research. We looked at the surveys
from our last triennial meeting and noted
that a factor prohibiting many DOK from
attending was cost. Now we had two chal-
lenges: date and cost.

We began to look at cities that would be
easy for all Daughters to travel to, including
our international sisters, and that would also
have affordable airfares. Kathy Wohnoutka,
Site Chairman, spent countless hours, not
only in onsite visits but in written communi-
cation with contacts at each potential site.
Research was also done on the history of
triennial sites (refer to the Order’s timeline,
pages 12-23 of the Handbook) and the

current distribution of our Senior and Junior
membership.

Our recommendation to hold Triennial
2006 in Orlando, Florida on July 5% to 9t
at the beautiful Wyndham Palace Resort
and Spa was positively received by National
Council and we are very excited about all the
things that will be available to us there. But
the best news of all is the cost! The hotel has
worked hard to give us economical rates for
rooms as well as food. Orlando is one of the
top destinations in airline travel in the world,
making airfares reasonable.

The theme wilbbe “The Names of
God.”. . Mark your calendars now for
July 5-9, 2006!

Deborah Tischler

Praying for
General

Convention

The Order of the Daughters of the King
will be a visible and active force for prayer
at the General Convention of the Episcopal
Church in Columbus, Ohio in June 2006.
President Sharon Lundgren has been in touch
with the General Convention Office and
National Council members (both past and
present), and has asked that the following
plans be implemented, enabling all Daugh-
ters to pray for General Convention 2006:

1. A National Prayer Vigil for the
General Convention, coordinated by Na-
tional Devotions Chair, Carol Gaskill, and
Past National President Elizabeth Hart-
Mitchelson. Details will be forthcoming in
future Royal Cross issues.

2. A Prayer Chapel staffed by Daugh-
ters at the convention site.

3. A Daughters-of-the-King Informa-
tion Booth, staffed by National Council
members and local Daughters.
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4. A Prayer for the General Convention,
to be posted on the DOK website and sent to
all bishops of the Episcopal Church.

Please pray that the Lord will direct,
bless, and anoint our calling to pray for
General Convention, that all decisions be
made according to His will and purpose for
the good of the church and the world. 2

Executive Board

Deborah Tischler, Triennial Chair, met
with me in Steamboat Springs, Colorado on
May 26 for three days of long range planning
for Triennial 2006. We are excited about
holding Triennial in Orlando, Florida, July 5-
9, 2006. This site offers a more easily acces-
sible and affordable site to travel to for a
larger percentage of the membership, includ-
ing International Daughters. We are planning
for a larger number of attendees. We hope
that many more Juniors will be able to attend.
As the plans unfold, we will keep you in-
formed in the Royal Cross.

The Executive Board of the National
Council met in San Antonio, Texas, April 23-
25. Martha Macdonald, a Daughter of the
King at Christ Church, San Antonio, gra-
ciously hosted us for the two nights. Bishop
Frey, our National Chaplain, celebrated the
Eucharist and attended our meetings at Christ
Church.

Guests Deborah Tischler (off-Council
Triennial Chair) and Kathy Wohnoutka
(Triennial Site Chair and Triennial Trea-
surer) gave us an extensive report on
exploring our options for Triennial 2006
(see opposite page). All Chair and Province
Presidents’ reports were reviewed.

Our next full council meeting will be
held at the National Office in Atlanta,
Georgia on November 11-14. 2

Respectfully submitted,
Joan Dalrymple

Bishop Frey, Martha MacDona
Lundgen.
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Id, and Sharon Let’s pray about it!

ve Board, I-r: Sharon Lundgren, Lera Donaghy,
Laurie Ann Herman, Leigh Hartman, Jean Marani,
Carol Gaskill, Laurie Ann Herman, Sally Nichols.

Royal Cross and Communications Chair

Joan Dalrymple, RN, Secretary




| -
)
| -
S
%)
®
)
| .
|_
)
o
<
9
Z
P
S
N

Traveling Light

““Love one another as | have loved you...l have chosen you to go forth and bear much fruit.”

As 2004 summer approaches many of
us have scheduled family reunions, celebra-
tions of weddings and fun vacations. With
these trips comes lots of packing! And
heavy luggage!

Now you may be asking yourself what
does luggage have to do with an article in
the Royal Cross?

All our family travel plans have me
thinking about the luggage of life. | wish |
could tell you that I travel light, but I don’t.
I’ve tried. Believe me at times | think I’ve
done it; | start with a light piece of luggage
and good intentions. But as | pack I try to
make sure I’m prepared for everything, rain,
snow, hot, or cold. Then as | move the
luggage from the house to the car, from the
car to the curbside check in, and finally
snatch it from the dreaded baggage carousel
when my flight is over, | am reminded |
have not packed light!

My beloved Steve and | try to share the
service of compline each night. At the end
is this wonderful prayer: Keep watch, dear
Lord, with those who work or watch or
weep this night and give your angels charge
over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord
Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the
dying, soothe the suffering, pity the af-
flicted, shield the joyous; and all for your

Jn 15:12, 16
love’s sake. AMEN (BCP pg.134) This prayer
reminds me that God wants us to travel light:
“l am in charge, so don’t carry burdens you
don’t need to.” Or as the gospel of Matthew
puts it, Come to me, all who labor and are
heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. (Matt.
11:28)

Whatever we put in our bags, as Daugh-
ters of the King we may choose in spirit to
travel light. | recommend Max Lucado’s
Traveling Light, a book my chapter is study-
ing. Max describes “traveling light” as
trusting God with the burdens we were never
intended to bear. Excess baggage stops us
from service. God wants to use us and how
can that happen if we are exhausted with
heavy loads? You have heard His call ...set
aside the heavy load.

Have you ever seen a young child or older
person trying to lift a large heavy piece of
baggage off the baggage carousel? And they
just can’t do it? Then a Good Samaritan
comes along and helps. Let God come to you
and take over that heavy load. Unload all
your worries onto him, since he is looking
after you. 1 Peter 5:7.

Let us all learn to travel light, releasing
and moving forward, letting God use us For
His Sake. 7

FHS, Sally

Dues Reminders
Order as we focus on Him.
Senior Dues wereraised to $35.00

Jr. Dues were raised to $15.00

1. Contact your Rector

4, Contact National Office

The new process for collecting dues is underway. I give thanks to all the dedicated
Daughters who pay their dues as well as those lifetime members. God continues to bless our

REMINDER: At the Triennial July 2003 the following changes were made:
Lifetime Dues were raised to $700.00
If you need assistance for partial/full scholarship:
2. Contact the president of your chapter; if there is no scholarship within your chapter

she should contact the Diocesan President.
3. Diocesan Presidents should check with the Provincial President, who may

Daughters-at-Large will be billed individually in September.

The Royal Cross



Devotions for a Busy Day

Summer Breeze

A prayer
A thought
Where has summer gone?
Did I tell the story?
New places
New friends

Do they know whose child | am?

A seed to flourish,
When left behind,
Spirit-drenched from on high.
A thought
A prayer
FHS
Carol

Late breaking news:

? Linda Van reports that the
chapter presidents are doing a
superb job of collecting and
sending in dues. She sends a
big “Thank you” to all the
chapters that sent in their dues
by August 1!

Did you know?

? Royal Cross articles can be
obtained on tape for Daughters
with impaired eyesight. Call the
national organization Record-
ings for the Blind at 1-865-482-
3496 to arrange for this service.

New on our website:

? Selections from each issue of
the Royal Cross are translated
into Spanish by devoted volun-
teers Ginny and David Bushnell
and distributed by request. Now
the selections are also posted on
our website in pdf format:
http://www.dok-national.org

Spring 2004

Heartbeat of the
Church

Dear Sisters in Christ,
| offer you these words to live by:

? Commit your way to the Lord.
(Psalm 37:5 NIV)

? Offer to God thanksgiving.
(Psalm 50:14 NJKV)

? Make a vow to the Lord your God and
keep it. (Psalm 76:11 BCP)

? Make a joyful noise unto the Lord.

(Psalm 100:1 NRSV)

? Understanding and excellent wisdom
are found in you.

(Daniel 5:14 NJKV)

? Neglect not the gift that is in thee,
which was given thee by prophecy.

(I Tim 4:14 KJV)
? ...increasing in the knowledge of God.
(Col. 1:10 RSV)

? Teach me to do your will, for you are
my God.  (Psalm 143:10 NIV)

? Your decrees are my inheritance
forever; truly, they are the joy of my
heart.

(Psalm 119:111 BCP)

Look to our community with loving
prayers — God has an action plan for us. Be
open to the Holy Spirit — God is knocking at
the door of your heart. Begin with yourself,
the community of your Chapter/Parish; ask
God to start an action in you. Seeds have been
planted and those whispers that you hear are
going to lead to great things. Our Order can
bring community to our churches. Let your
parish feel your community of love. Let your
diocese feel your community of prayer. Let
our heartbeat be the lifeblood of unity in
God’s Church. 2

For His Sake,

Carol Gaskill
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You Are Not Alone,
Daughters-at-Large

We are sisters in Christ. We share
baptism, confirmation, and wear identical
silver Greek fleury crosses. Ours is a life of
prayer, service, and telling others about the
wonders of our Lord Jesus Christ. Daughters
of the King may be Episcopalian, Anglican,
Lutheran, Roman Catholic; we may be part
of ECUSA, or the AMIA, the Reformed
Episcopal Church, or others. But we are one
in the spirit and one in love, service, and
evangelism.

Examine with me how our connected-
ness bridges the gaps of space, time, and
location. Foremost, we are joined in the most
powerful bond of love because we are
Christians. “They will know we are Chris-
tians by our love.” Recently | attended the
Diocesan Assembly of the Diocese of North
Carolina. | knew several ladies personally,
and the others | knew because we shared
God’s love. “Love one another as | have
loved you.” Daughters share this command-
ment of our Lord wherever and whenever we
are together—no need to have known each
other from childhood. Love connects us.

A second bond, our vows. So many
Daughters-at-Large witness to me the varied
and dedicated ways in which they maintain
their vows—sometimes in solitude. | visual-
ize a huge cloud of prayers going across the
continent as Daughters intercede for their
clergy, parishes, dioceses, bishops, friends,
family, daily, even hourly for those who pray
the Hours. Daughters, we are bonded by
prayer even when there is no chapter list to
claim our devotions. Daughters-at-Large
relate their service and in the telling stands
the theme of our Motto—"Lord, what would
you have me do.” Our need to serve flows
from prayer and the power of that need
connects us.

Daughters are Great Commission people;
we take the Gospel with us in our smiles,
our willingness, the joy on our faces, often
our tears of compassion. We stand by those
in need. And we give God the glory as we

tell of how He acts in our lives. One Daugh-
ter-at-Large travels with her husband across
the land, often staying in one RV center for
several months—she shares the gospel. We
acknowledge whose we are by wearing the
Cross; it is our major evangelism tool,
ladies.

About 1998 or 1999 Sharon Putman, a
Daughter in South Carolina, began the
internet link known then as the List. It was
to be a safe place for Daughters of the King
to share their prayer requests, ask questions,
write about their Christian walk—just be
with one another via computer. What a
blessing the List has become. The present
monitor, Pamela Leonard, DOK president of
the Diocese of Mississippi, reckons there are
about 400-500 members. | cannot express
adequately the joy I feel each morning and
evening when | read the requests and com-
ments of my sisters around the country. And
oh, the power of prayer which the List
members bring to bear on any situation. |
have “found” any number of Daughters-at-
Large via the List. Try it out, go to
DaughtersoftheKing@yahoogroups.com.

We are connected as Daughters through
the very pages you are now reading. The
Royal Cross shares, instructs, creates new
ministries, and provides a platform for each
one to be a part of the whole. And as my
favorite psychology professor taught me, the
whole is greater than the sum of its parts.

DALS, you may be the only visible
Daughter in your parish, but you are not
alone. A great cloud of witnesses is there,
not physically present to you now but
spiritually united in a powerful and miracu-
lous way. Thanks be to God. 2

In His love and mine,

Jean
jeanmdok@aol.com

(Please be in touch with me. My
address is listed inside the front cover.)
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All Saints
Peace Vigil

A former member of the National
Council recently proposed that the
Daughters hold a prayer vigil for peace
and an end to all violence. The Execu-
tive Board welcomed the proposal, and
has chosen All Saints Day of 2004 for
a Peace Vigil. On that day Daughters
of the King are called to pray for peace
and an end to violence.

The proposal, from Jean Hicks,
former Province V President, (1992-
1995), and National Council Service
Chair and Evangelism Chair (1995-
2001) is excerpted below.

For about two weeks now at Morning
Prayer time I’m getting this nudge and it
takes the form of “Prayer Vigil for peace
and the end of all violence. My Daughters
can do this.” I know we all pray for peace,
but it seems like every day there is more
violence than the day before. In my “hear-
ing” | also heard a promise: “Ask and you
shall receive.” And of course, what | said
was, “Who me?” but also, “I believe—help
my unbelief.”

We have a network of Daughters of the
King over a great deal of this world, so isn’t
this our job? Do we pay our Lord his due
respect by being shy and retiring? I’m not
talking politics—I’m into theology here (I
think). Have we not been called out—set
apart for the service of prayer? Yes! Is this a
huge undertaking? No!

When Elizabeth Hart-Mitchelson
[National President 1992-1995] came back
from Uganda feeling unsure, she asked the
Lord if the trip was what He had in mind.
The answer she received was, “When my
people pray, the heavens pray... and then all
iswell.” ?

Jean Hicks

Spring 2004

You’'ve Got
Mail!

A friend asked, “Doris, what is going on
at your house? | saw the postman at your
back door today. They don’t do that!” It was
February 28, one of those wonderful spring
days in Mississippi when daffodils bloom
and azaleas promise to open soon. The
postman delivered 49 express mail packets,
and he also asked what was going on. |
explained that these were applications to the
Master’s fund, which supports women of the
Episcopal Church who seek educational
experiences that will help them to serve God
more fully and more effectively.

In my office another 50 applications
were in various stages of being checked for
completeness, put in folders, and organized
for consideration. The applicants have
wonderful spirit-filled lives to share. Here is
a sample. a) Could you walk through Liberia
for more than three months trying to escape
war and death trusting God for every breath
of life? b) If your leg had been amputated
and you were walking on a prothesis, would
you go to India and work with people of an
inner city? c) If you were the mother of four
young children, would you respond to God’s
call to start seminary? These and many
more stories unfold in applications. Each one
needs our support through funds, prayers,
and contacts.

All renewals can be funded as well as
many of the new applications. Pentecost saw
the ingathering of funds for our scholarship
program, and although I do not have the
numbers, I trust that you have provided the
funds needed to assist all the qualified
applicants. Several chapters have agreed to
adopt scholars; will your chapter be the next
one? 2

Doris Bradley

PS: Sarah Lebhar, one of the scholars
we featured in the Spring issue, completed
her MDiv at Ambridge, not Cambridge,
Pennsylvania, at Trinity Seminary. Sarah is
now working on her PhD in Cambridge,
England.
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Grow Life-Long Episcopalians

Question: How do we grow life-long-
Episcopalians (LLEs) in the twenty-first
century?

I have been concerned about the gap
between Baptism and Confirmation that |
have experienced; others have told me that
they also see a need in this area.

One priest told me that at his church they
select mentors for each newly baptized child,
someone who would be responsible for
following through from Baptism to Confir-
mation. That’s the kind of rebirthing |
personally believe that we the Church could
begin cultivating.

One Daughters of the King Chapter
started a ministry of sending cards on the

Is this a first for
our Order? Two
sisters are serving
simultaneously as
Daughters of the
King Diocesan
Presidents! Chesley
\Vohden and Peggy
Denny are sisters,
originally from

Peggy Denny and Chesley Vohden Chattanooga,

Tennessee. Now
Peggy is Diocesan President for the Diocese
of Upper South Carolina, while Chesley is
Diocesan President for the Diocese of
Southwestern Virginia.

Both sisters became Daughters of the
King while attending St. Thaddeus Episcopal
Church in Aiken, South Carolina. Peggy and
her husband, James, had moved to Aiken in
1990 to work with Westinghouse at their
Savannah River site. Chesley and her hus-

anniversary of a child’s Baptism. They plan
to check the office records and go back to
begin this process.

Let me hear from you. [Contact informa-
tion is inside the front cover.] | am sure there
are some good ministries to the newly
baptized out there. Let us share them. There
is a ministry called Child in our Hand that
has some good ideas in this area. If you
know more about it please get in touch with
me and share your knowledge. | will compile
the good ideas I receive for all of us to use.

| feel that our children need more of the
concentrated and unadulterated word of God
from the cradle to confirmation. ?

Gerry Sweeting, Evangelism Chair

A Dynamic Duo:
Sister Presidents

band, Ray, moved to Aiken eight months
later when Ray was hired at the same site.

After nine years in Aiken, the Vohdens
moved to Forest, Virginia, when Ray took a
new position. St. Stephen’s parish in Forest
did not have DOK, so Chesley started a
chapter. The next year the recently assembled
Southwestern Virginia DOK elected her Vice
President. When the president moved away
in 2001, Chesley served out the term as
acting president, and then was elected for a
full term in 2003.

Meanwhile, Peggy represented Junior
Daughters for the Diocese of Upper South
Carolina from 1997 to 2003, and then was
elected Diocesan President in 2003. So both
sisters became diocesan presidents in differ-
ent provinces in the same year!

You may have seen this dynamic duo in
action if you attended their rosary workshop
at Triennial last summer. No wonder their
leadership has been recognized and blessed
in two different dioceses. ?

The Royal Cross



