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Suffering
produces
perseverance;
perseverance,
character;
and character,

hope.

 And hope does not
disappoint us,
because
God has poured
out his love
into our hearts
by the Holy Spirit . . .
Rom. 5:3b-5

Mightier
than the thunder of
the great waters,
mightier
than the breakers of
the sea—

the Lord
on high
is
mighty.
 Ps. 93:4
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The cover: Surrounding a tangle of pews that
Katrina ripped loose in St. Paul’s, New Orleans, are
photos of Daughters who volunteered to serve
displaced people in Monroe, LA; Ocean Springs,
MS; and Biloxi, MS.
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Dear Daughters,
As we approach All Saints Day I am filled

with gratitude for all I see in the Order in this
harvest season, especially with the turn of
recent events.

During the passed two months we have
witnessed natural disasters of Biblical propor-
tion. Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma have
blasted the Gulf Coast.  Daughters of the King
went into action immediately, helping set up
shelters, preparing food, giving medical
attention, and praying for all those afflicted by
these storms.  Some even took evacuees into
their own homes.  Province VII President,
Carlene Riley, and husband-priest, Colonel
Gregg Riley, helped organize relief efforts
outside of Monroe, Louisiana.  Gregg was
called up to lead the National Guard Chaplains
for 60 days across Louisiana, Alabama and
Mississippi.  These two, the Daughters who
assisted, and others from their parish are saints
that will remain in our hearts, and in the hearts
of those they befriended, always.

Diocesan Presidents Pam Leonard of
Mississippi, Julie Slicho of Louisiana, and
Sylvia James of Alabama communicated needs
through e-mail and websites that helped
hundreds of families through these storms.
Province IV President, Jacque Crosby, and her
board set aside a special fund to meet the needs
of Daughters hit hardest in their province.  As I
write to you, Florida has just been hit again.
Saints of God in action!

We have witnessed other saints around the
world doing marvelous work.  Missionary
Esther Miller in Malawi has been such an
example of Prayer, Service, and Evangelism
that 26 new chapters have now been instituted
in Malawi in the last 24 months.  Praise God!

DOK Martha Macdonald in Jerusalem has
not only begun the work of introducing our
Order to the women of Christ Church, but also
has taken on leadership of the first Bible Study
Fellowship group in the Holy Land.  Andrea
Evans of St. John the Divine, Houston, will
continue our DOK efforts there after Christmas

when Martha returns to the USA.  Praise
God for these saints!

Let us not forget our new sisters in
such places as Japan and Germany, and
now the first chapter in Trinidad as well!
Keep in prayer our only chapter in Cuba –
women who are doing courageous work in
the face of great adversity.  Also, Dr.
Deborah Ajakaiye continues to plant new
chapters across Africa in her journeys to
Nigeria, Ghana, and Kenya.  Praise God!

Special thanks in my heart goes to
Kathy Wohnoutka, Roman Catholic
Representative, who helped us form our Jr.
DOK chapter here at Down Home Ranch
this summer. Kathy’s Jr. chapter became
“big sisters” to our young ladies. On Aug.
13 our girls were installed at St. Justin
Martyr Catholic Church in Houston, with
Fr. Tom Rafferty officiating.  They chose
the name: The Little Daughters of the
Good Shepherd. They were so proud to say
their vows, and wear their crosses.  This is
the first chapter for those with mental
disabilities. Truly they are saints of God!

As I get e-mails and notes from many
of you throughout the year, I am thrilled to
see the ministries our Lord has called you
to live into. From leading worship at the
women’s prison, to taking communion to
the hospitals, to forming new Bible Study
classes, to leading Alpha at women’s
halfway houses, to stitching Prayer Bears
for soldiers in harm’s way, to welcoming
the strangers into your congregations each
Sunday, to befriending the least of those
among us – I am blessed by each of you.
As the hymn says, “They lived not only in
ages past, there are hundreds of thousands
still……..”  Praise God!

May God bless each of you this All
Saints, grant you a Holy Advent, and a
glorious Christmas Season.

In gratitude and love,
For His Sake,
Sharon

“I Sing a Song of the Saints of
God…”
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The detective novels that I read from
time to time remind me that most police
work has little to do with exciting car
chases, exploding buildings, and prolonged
gunfights.  Most of it is quiet routine,
reading reports, pounding the pavement,
asking questions, sifting through endless
details. It’s more like Law and Order than
one of the Die Hard movies. In one of my
novels I came across a great line: “No one
unwilling to be bored has ever achieved
anything grand.”

That would make a good motto for
Christians.  Not that the Christian faith is
boring – anything but.  However, let’s face
it, most of our lives as Christians looks
pretty humdrum. It’s not like a Wagnerian
opera punctuated by bolts of lightening and
crashes of thunder with stirring martial
music playing in the background.  Add to all
this the fact that Jesus told us to practice our
piety in secret (our prayer, fasting, and
almsgiving – see Matthew 6:1-18) and some
might say it looks boring.

New Christians are usually excited by
the immediacy of it all – the wonderful
changes that take place when they give their
lives to the Lord, the breathtaking joy they
find in Scripture and Sacrament, the new
sisters and brothers they accumulate, and
their fresh vision of the dramatic struggle
against the world, the flesh, and the Devil.

But I often wonder if we prepare them
adequately for the long haul – the discipline
of devotion, the fact that growth is difficult
(not to mention dangerous) to measure. Just
putting one foot in front of another over and
over again isn’t very dramatic or exciting.

One of the most haunting phrases that
Jesus ever uttered comes in the context of
sending the disciples out as “sheep among
wolves.”  “The one who endures to the end
will be saved,” he says. And an old hymn to
the Holy Spirit prays: “Breathe on me,
Breath of God, until my heart is pure, until
with thee I will one will, to do or to endure.”

In one sense, our discipleship is much
like marriage. You’ll recall that when a

couple stands before the altar, we extract a
promise from them that’s worded in the future
tense, “I  will.”  Not Hollywood’s “I do.”

We know they do; that’s why they’re
there, but marriage won’t last very long
unless they will. Only when the going gets
tough and married life settles into something
of a routine can its true quality be measured.

But appearances can be deceiving.
Looked at from another angle, this long-term
daily faithfulness of a follower of Jesus in
apparently unremarkable circumstances is one
of the most exciting things that can be imag-
ined. Though it may not look like it, in reality
it’s a fierce battle being waged against
boredom and despair. What makes its appear-
ance deceiving is that it’s being waged in
super slow motion.

Endurance is anything but boring.  It’s
simply the living out of our original intentions
over a long period of time. And its being done
without a visible audience.

The Bible was written in an agrarian
culture, for people who danced to the rhythms
of the earth. They understood that soil must
be prepared, seed sown, and extreme patience
exercised in waiting for the crop to mature.
Our instant culture – instant communication,
instant food, instant gratification of all our
desires – makes it hard for us to comprehend
the slower rhythms of reality. We long for
people to be sincere. Nothing wrong with
that. But sincerity can be measured in a
moment. Endurance is the discipline of a
lifetime.

Every culture needs its heroines and
heroes, those people whom seem to be a bit
larger than life. And, thank God, the Church
has plenty of them. But don’t look for your
heroes and heroines in the headlines of a
Christian tabloid, breathing heavily after the
conquest of some spiritual Everest. Rather
look for those in whom we can see a lifetime
of faithful endurance - often in the shadows -
but never removed from the Light.

FHS
William C. Frey

The Long Haul
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Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip Code:

Phone: e-mail
I am a

ÇDaughter ÇJr Daughter ÇLayperson ÇBishop ÇPriest ÇDeacon

Deadline: May 1, 2006
Mail to:  Carol Gaskill, Devotions/ Worship Chair

918E 225th St, Apt. 3R
Bronx, NY  10466-4648

Sharing My Gift

I am willing to serve as

Ç Chalice bearer
Ç Spiritual Director
Ç Lector
Ç Usher
Ç Lead Morning Prayer

Ç Healing Team Member
Ç Acolyte/Server
Ç Prayers of the People
Ç Altar Guild (from local chapters)

(6:30 a.m. Thursday, Friday, & Saturday)

Trees do not all loose their leaves;
Some turn dry brown and hang on the branches till early spring,

to be kicked off by the buds of new life.
Some withstand the frost of winter simply because they are evergreens.
Then there are the ones that have shaded us all summer beneath lush green canopies;

who now give us one brilliant good bye.
Flashing colors of gold, red, yellow, orange, and burgundy
with a hint of purple in the distance.

Remember me; I shall return – new – vibrant – alive.

People – we’re the same
Some hang on; dry, resisting change.
Some are “ever” growing, “ever” sharing, “ever” learning.
Some are brilliant – full of grace – full of life – canopies of love spread over your life.
A hint of life to come!
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For  His Sake,   Carol

Called to Share My Gift
We are all called to be women of prayer and service to God and the Church.  Sisters, are

you called to render your gift to enhance our time together at Triennial 2006?  Volunteers are
needed to minister to all.  Please complete the form below and mail to Carol Gaskill.  You
may also respond by E-mail.  Notification of assignment will be made by June 1, 2006.

Trees and  People
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To Daughters-at-Large :
You are not
alone!
Now that you are at a church that does not
have a Chapter, assume responsibility for
yourself. Write to National and tell them of the
change in your status. Ask for the names of the
Provincial and Diocesan presidents and let
them know where you are and that you are
interested in being active. Do pay your dues
and attend meetings and

Remember that your prayer is your number
one service and -you do not need to be in a
chapter to do your praying. Pray for all the
officers, Diocesan, Provincial, and National.
Prav for your priest.

Service directly to your priest is most fulfilling.
Offer to head a prayer chain and let your priest
know that he can  contact you any time of
the day or night and you will be the first
contact and responsible to pass on the needs.

In service to organizations in the church,
always do it as a Daughter of the King. You
might serve as chaplain to the ECW and read
prayers from the handbook.

Keep copies of “Who We Are, What We do”
available at church.

Take on a card ministry. Get Well Cards,
Anniversaries, Sympathy, New babies,
Birthdays, Weddings, etc.

Continue to support the funds of the Order and
pay dues on time.

WEAR YOUR CROSS

Je
an

 M
ar

an
i, 

P
h

D
, S

ec
on

d 
V

ic
e 

P
re

si
de

n
t

D
au

gh
te

rs
-a

t-
La

rg
e 

C
h

ai
r

In our Order the number of Daughters-
at-Large is growing, in part due to the
wonderful work of those ladies appointed to
be DAL chairs in dioceses and provinces.
These chairs maintain lists of DALs in their
region and use a variety of means to keep in
touch. Although I cannot tell you about all
of them, I offer a few examples.

Jackie Williams in Province VIII has a
DAL weblist for prayer. In Province III Rita
Ferris maintains contact several times a
year by e-mail, telephone, and letter. Clara
Lepore in Province IV has built a database
of DALs to make it easier to stay con-
nected. Two chairs group DALs by zip code
and then send their names and location
information to the chapters nearest them for
“adoption”. Sharon Stills, at the Margaret
Franklin Center, responds daily to DALs’
questions as well as entering change of
address information. Nancy Adams, the
DAL chair of Province V, has created an e-
mail contact list of DALs known as The
Prayer Warriors to help DALs maintain
their vow of prayer.  Those of you not
mentioned: PLEASE tell me how you are
caring for your DALs.

Another reason that the list of DALs is
lengthening is the movement of members
into other churches. Any Daughter who
leaves the Episcopal, Roman Catholic, or
Lutheran Church to attend a church outside
the apostolic succession group becomes a
Daughter-at-Large. One of my greatest
concerns is that she may lose contact with
the Order and thus be dropped. Chapter
presidents and others, please report these
changes to Sharon Stills and me; we do not
want to lose these precious Daughters.

Growth requires strengthened infra-
structure. How can we build the connectors
to support this growth? Here I want to share
with you some material included in Clara
Lepore’s recent report to the Province IV
leadership:

DALS IN THE
ORDER—

WEAR YOUR CROSS

WEAR YOUR CROSS

WEAR YOUR CROSS

WEAR YOUR CROSS

WEAR YOUR CROSS
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God is blessing our Order with growth
among His DALs. We must care for them,
connect them to the larger body, and help
them live their vows. Please share how
your chapter, diocese, and province are
linking, our scattered sisters to established
chapters and one another.

In His love and FHS,

    jeanmdok@aol.com

3011 N. Meridian Rd., Tallahassee, FL
32312
850/385-5785 FAX 850•385-9959

deliveries are often misrouted. I have no idea
how many communications have missed.
Please try again; effective public services are
slowly returning.

Look for the new applications on our
web site, www.dok-national.org.  Applica-
tions will also be sent to Financial Officers at
our Seminaries. Renewal applications will be
mailed or faxed to current recipients. Please
do not allow them to get lost in Christmas
mail. The funds used to award scholarships
are available and hopefully will be adequate
to meet the requests. Thank you for continu-
ing to support The Master’s Fund.

Several requests have been made for
Education for Ministry tuition. The National
Council has decided that only one of the four
years can be supported since this program
generally develops personal knowledge
rather than preparing one for service to the
church. Few applications are being received
for Continuing Education Grants. These may
be awarded to members of The Order for
experiences that will enhance their ability to
serve God and His church. Let us hear from
you.

The DOK National Council would like
to publish the names of those receiving
Master’s Fund scholarships in The Royal
Cross. The new application forms request
permission to publish names and seminaries
being attended.

Remember to pray for Masters Scholars
on Ember Days. If you know someone
receiving a scholarship, send cards and notes
of encouragement to them often.

This has been an unusual Fall in Missis-
sippi. The main events were hurricanes
Katrina, Rita and Wilma. Among the storm
results were weeks without communica-
tion—no telephone, no e-mail, no cell phone
service, no electricity, and for too many
days, no water. Then the energy required to
survive and deal with debris removal, house
repairs, and consolation of family, neigh-
bors, and friends was greater than one would
imagine. We are so grateful for the prayers
and concerns of everyone who knew of our
situations. Yes, we are grateful that our
damage was mostly wind related with fallen
trees on houses and streets. The Lord did not
send rain for weeks so that clean up could
move ahead.

If you have not heard from me, assume
that I did not receive your message. Phones
would indicate to the caller that they were
ringing normally, but there was no ring and
no service at the other end. E-mail messages
are still floating in cyberspace somewhere
and may find their way to me in the future.
Mail may still be sitting somewhere other
than its real destination. UPS and FED EX

Master’s Fund
Applications

Application Deadline:
February 1, 2006

(DALs in the Order,
continued)



6 The Royal Cross, Vol. 73 (3)

Sa
lly

 N
ic

h
ol

s,
 T

re
as

u
re

r

Grace and Peace to you!
One of my favorite saints is Monnica,

mother of Augustine of Hippo. Monnica was
a Christian woman who married a pagan,
whom she converted to Christianity. They
had three children, of whom the most
famous was her eldest child Augustine. In
spite of her steadfast prayers Augustine was
a wild, immoral youth, and he got worse in
his adult years before he got better. Yet
Monnica stayed steadfast in her prayers, and
when her son finally had an encounter with
Jesus his wicked ways disappeared. He
became one of the great theologians and
saints of all times. Augustine ascribed his
conversion to the example and devotion of
his mother: “She never left me out of her
prayers that you, O God, might say to the
widow’s son, ‘Young man, I tell you, arise.’”*

Monnica and her son entered a state of
grace. They knew that one’s relationship to
God is determined not by merit “by the
works of the law” but by faith in Christ as
the revealer of God’s merciful love and
forgiveness. That grace came through Jesus
Christ and still transforms lives.

When our lives are transformed we are
there to help others: through prayer; through
church and agencies for those in need;
through giving to our Self Denial fund for
missionaries, or to our Master’s Fund for
those studying to do God’s work in the
world. Did you know Daughters offered their
homes to other Daughters in the wake of
Katrina?

I am amazed and joyful at the outpour-
ing of love and help in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ! As we are transformed by
grace, we go into the world teaching and
praying in the name of our Lord, and others
are transformed! Not by following the law,
but through transformed hearts and souls,
they experience God’s grace for themselves.

My prayer today is this: I love you Lord,
for your amazing grace, which transforms
lives. Amen.

Grace—
Amazing Grace

* Celebrating the Saints.
Morehouse Publishing

FHS,
Sally Nichols

As you plan for Triennial, the following
breakdown of the basic expenses may be
helpful.

\ We have calculated the cost of Triennial
based on the occupancy of one to four
Daughters per guest room. The costs of
hotel, registration fee and food package
are:
4 nights/one person        $843.32
4 nights/two persons each        $609.16
4 nights/three persons each        $531.12
4 nights/four persons each        $492.08

\ Optional costs:
The Holy Land Experience Tour

         $31.00
Round trip shuttle fee from the

  airport to the hotel (w/coupon)
       $25.00

\ A discount coupon for the airport shuttle
will be printed in the next Royal Cross.

\ Triennial begins Wednesday, July 5,
2006, with provincial dinners. A session
will be offered earlier at 5 p.m. that day
for discussion of proposed bylaw amend-
ments for any interested Daughters. A
Triennial schedule will be published in a
future Royal Cross.

\ The hotel’s name is now the Buena Vista
Palace. This has no effect on our Trien-
nial meeting. We will meet in the same
location at the same rates as originally
agreed. We have reprinted the hotel
reservation form on the opposite page.
The only change is in the name and in
the 800 number for internal reservations.

Questions? Please contact Deborah
Tischler at 505-323-4098 or e-mail her at
DATischler@msn.com.

Deborah Tischler

Triennial Tidbits
For the law was given through Moses; but grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ. (John 1:17)



Fall 2005 7

Mail to:
Buena Vista Palace Resort and Spa, Walt Disney World Resort, Lake Buena Vista, Florida 32830-2206
Phone: 407-827-2727   FAX: 407-827-43472   Toll Free: 1-800-994-6597 (ask for Internal Reservations)

Please note:  The name of the hotel where Triennial is to be held has changed.  We earlier printed a registration
form for the Wyndham Palace Resort; the same hotel is now called the Buena Vista Palace Resort.  If you sent in the
previous form, it will be honored.  New reservations should use the new name, but the address is the same in all
other respects.

The above form needs to be submitted only by the person who will reserve the hotel room using her credit card
(or check, money order, etc.).  Roommates’ names should be included on the form for ease of check-in on day of
arrival.

Buena Vista Palace
Resort & Spa
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Editor’s Note:  Three years ago the National Council proposed changing the by-laws so that
any group of baptized Christian women could form a chapter of the Order. The delegates were
not of one mind on the issue, and asked the Council to survey the membership and report
back at the next Triennial. The survey form was published in the Royal Cross in the Fall issue
in 2003, and again in the winter issue in 2004. Many Daughters mailed in the questionnaire,
often with comments. It became clear to the Council that the Order was split on this issue, and
therefore the proposal was dropped. Instead President Lundgren has proposed that Christian
women who are not eligible to become Daughters in affiliate chapters be invited to use our
model to become “Companions on the Way” with no formal affiliation with the Order. Accord-
ingly when the Council met in Orlando they prepared the following resolution:

****************
Whereas the Order of the Daughters of the King in the Episcopal, Anglican, Roman

Catholic, and Lutheran (ELCA) churches is dedicated to promoting Prayer, Service, and
Evangelism within the Church, the Body of Christ; and,

Whereas the Order recognizes that faithful groups of Christian women who are not
currently eligible for membership in the Order may still wish to organize and promote the
goals of the Order and live according to the principles of its Rule of Life; and,

Whereas the Order wishes to promote and encourage the formation of such groups in
order to promote the spread of the Gospel and carry out the work of Our Lord Jesus Christ;

be it resolved:

\ The Order of the Daughters of the King commends these groups already formed accord-
ing to the principles of our Rule of Life and encourages them to call themselves Daugh-
ters of the King, even though they have no formal affiliation with the Order; and,

\ Encourages the formation of other such groups throughout the world; and
\ The Order promises to support such groups through its prayer and, where practicable, its

assistance, recognizing these groups, now known as
“Companions on the Way”

as sister laborers in the work of the Kingdom.

******************

The February issue of the Royal Cross will have a complete article about the formation of
these groups - what they can do and cannot do under our offering.  A brochure is being
created that will be available with the next Royal Cross, explaining the concept of “Compan-
ions” and how to offer our model to friends in other denominations.  You can also refer to the
last Royal Cross, where President Sharon outlined the basic concept in detail. 

Please pray for our Lord to bless what He has ordained with the passing of this resolution
by the National Council. 

God is good........all the time.......God is good!

“Companions on the Way” -
Offering our Model to Other Denominations

Please remember to mail your Prayer Vigil Forms for
General Convention to Vice President Carol Gaskill
before January 31, 2006. (See her column in the
Summer issue of the Royal Cross for details.)


